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Thank You 2020 Chapter Sponsors 

JDH Company, Inc. 

Procoat, Inc. 

Adams Masonry, Inc. 

Adman Electric Co., Inc. 

Architectural Surfaces, LLC 

Cabeen Originals, LLC 

Dillard Construction, Inc. 

Firestop Solutions, LLC 

Fischer Landscaping Co., Inc. 

Gentry Steel, Inc. 

Horizon Stone, LLC 

Hubbuch Glass Co., Inc. 

Lawson Electric Dalton 

Mid South Prestress, LLC 

MiTek 

Orr Interior Contracting, LLC 

Phaltless, Inc. 

Ready Mix USA 

Southeast Painters, Inc. 

The Walls Group CPAs 

Triad Electric 

TT Wilson Company 

Walker Interiors 

Whitacre Greer 
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The Mission of the BRIC Awards    

is to highlight the best of the best 

in the design, construc�on and     

sustainability field.                        

Proceeds go to benefi�ng the                                

ACE Mentor Program 

Official Judging and Online        

People’s Choice Judging    

July 1—July 20 

Awards Banquet TBD 

www.greenspacescha'anooga.org  

to review award entries                

and to vote           
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President: Paul Thompson, CSI, CDT 423-505-9365  

President-Elect: Jeff Tippens, CSI, CDT 423-326-8177  

Vice-President: Kenny Tyler, CSI, CDT 423-425•4060  

Secretary: Jennifer Thomas-Woods, CSI-EP 423-802-9171 jthomas@adamsmasonry.net 

Treasurer: Shelbye Lynn, CPA, CSI-EP 423-486-9990  

Immediate Past President.:  423-827-4848  

Chapter Director 2nd Year: Vickie Towery, CSI, CDT 423-421-0887  

Chapter Director 1st Year: Amy Fleming, CSI, CDT 423-267-2288 afleming@triad-elec.com 

Chapter Director 1st Year:    rbailey@brick.com 

  423-468-2029  

  
 
  

 
  

423-305-5252 
  
beth.eubanks@jdhcompany.com 

  423-827-4848 cbrooks@msprestress.com 

 Paul Baggett, CSI, CDT 423-648-8235  

  423-267-2288 afleming@triad-elec.com 

 Robin Vasa, CSI, CCS, AIA, LEED AP 423-751-3090 rIvasa3@gmaiI.com 

  423-486-9990 sbrooks@wallsgroupcpas.com 

 Bruce Martin, CSI, CDT 423-775-1793 bmartin@dillardconstruction.com 

 Jonnie Cox, RA, FCSI 423-751-7826 jamcclung@epbfi.com 

House Committee Jennifer Thomas-Woods, CSI-EP 423-802-9171 jthomas@adamsmasonry.net 

 Vickie Towery, CSI, CDT 423-421-0887 vtowery1@gmaiI.com 

  423-751-7826 jamcclung@epbfi.com 

 Jeff Tippens, CSI,CDT 423-326-8177 jtippens@mii.com 

 William Sundquist, CSI 423-385-4598  

Scholarship: Beth Eubanks, CSI 423-305-5252  

Technical:    indiana.Iiz@gmaiI.com 

 William Sundquist, CSI 423-385•4598 wsundquist@wgpaver.com 

 

 

President: Suzan Jordan, CSI, CCPR, CDT 865-389-9476 suzanwjordan@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Cindi Brooks, CSI, CDT 423-827-4848 cbrooks@msprestress.com 

Secretary: Mike Zielinski, CSI, CCCA, CDT   mzielinski@lrk.com 

Treasurer:        

Immediate Past President: Bruce Martin CSI, CDT 423-775-1793 bmartin@dillardconstruction.com 

CSI Fiscal Year 2020 

Chapter Leaders 
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CSI Fiscal Year 2020 

Gulf States Region Leaders 
 

CSI Chattanooga Chapter 

P.O. Box 3616 

Chattanooga, TN 37404-3616 



 

CSI and CONSTRUCT are committed to the safety and wellbeing of attendees, exhibitors, staff and 
CSI members. We are continuing to monitor COVID-19, specifically in the Dallas area, combined with 
local guidance. CONSTRUCT, an Informa Markets show, made the difficult decision to transition 
CONSTRUCT 2020 to a digital experience. CSI fully supports this decision.    
    
The CONSTRUCT and CSI teams understand the importance of connecting and celebrating the archi-
tecture, engineering, and construction communities. Therefore, we are excited to offer a unique virtual 
event that will allow the industry to source, learn, network, gain inspiration and overcome challenges 
in this new environment.   
    
The CONSTRUCT virtual event will take place October 7th – 9th, one week later than the original 
dates. CSI events associated with CONSTRUCT, such as the Honors and Awards Celebration and 
the Annual Business Meeting, are being rescheduled as well. Full details will be announced soon.    
    
All attendees will receive a full refund, and answers to frequently asked questions are on the       
CONSTRUCT website.  
    
Although the decision to transition this year's in-person event was difficult, and we will miss seeing 
everyone in Grapevine, we are excited about a new way to engage and interact with our industry.    
    
We know the construction community is eager to come together face-to-face. Our reimagining of 
CONSTRUCT through a virtual event will offer exceptional content, the ability to source new products, 
learn, share ideas, and network.   

 
Thank you for your continued understanding, patience, and support. We look forward to seeing you 
online in October.  

 

Douglas  Lugo       Mark Dorsey 

CONSTRUCT Show Director     CSI Chief Executive Officer 

 

CSI Chattanooga Chapter 

Slate of Officers  FY 2021 

President:  Jeff Tippens, CSI, CDT 

President Elect: Kenny Tyler, CSI, CDT 

Vice President: Vickie Towrey, CSI, CDT 

Secretary:  Jennifer Thomas-Woods, CSI-EP 

Treasurer:  Shelbye Lynn, CPA, CSI-EP 

Past President: Paul Thompson, CSI, CDT 

Director 1 :  Amy Fleming, CSI, CDT 

Director 2:  Rhonda Bailey, CSI 

Director 3:  Mary Ghorashi, CSI 

Board Advisor: Jimmy Lail, FCSI 
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Before Covid-19 changed the way we live and socialize the Cha'anooga Chapter held a social Christmas event on    

December 19, 
 
2019 to enhance these rela�onships and to celebrate the season together.  The Christmas Party was 

held at Southside Social with members, their families and other members of the construc�on community invited. 

As part of the ac�vi�es and the efforts of Vickie Towrey and Rhonda Bailey we had a fun and exci�ng gingerbread 

house building compe��on.  They brought tons of candy and gingerbread building materials allowing everyone to 

use their imagina�on to build a spectacular gingerbread house that even Hansel and Gretel would not be able to  

resist. 

There were teams of two for each house and team members were selected by random draw.  That gave us the     

opportunity to mingle and get to know each other be'er. During the 30 minute compe��on, thankfully,  there was 

only one structural failure with the judges determining the winners from the remaining entries.   

 

3
rd

 Place went to the team of Jennifer Thomas and Paul Thompson.  They built a one story 

house that would be found in the country that included a fire pit with gingerbread people  

enjoying the warmth of the fire on this cold night. Looks like the gingerbread man in front of 

the house had  too many holiday beverages and fell off the roof. 

 

2
nd

 place went to the team of Shelbye Lynn and Jo Ann Wilkerson.  They used an ingenious build-

ing design of a pole barn structure.  It had a gable roof including an open loC area.  It should be 

noted that Shelbye and Jo Ann are not actually in the design field and they put those of us that 

are to shame. 

 

1
st

 place went to the team of Bill Wilkerson and Kenny Tyler.  They built an impressive two story 

co'age complete with shingles on a gable roof. Their outside decora�ons included a  Christmas 

tree and a gingerbread man on a sled  while promo�ng CSI at the same �me. 

 

Fun was had by all, memories were made not to men�on we entertained the other patrons at 

Southside Social by bringing the Christmas Cheer! 
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Editors Note:  The Cha�anooga Chapter received a Gulf States Region Special Program Commenda�on Award for this event. 



 
May Chapter Board Mee�ng 

Monday, May 4, 2020   5:30 PM 

Zoom– Conference Call 

Member Anniversaries 

 

 

 

 

 

Present: Paul Thompson, Jennifer Thomas, Jimmy Lail,  Jeff Tippens, Kenny Tyler & Shelbye Lynn 

AGENDA 
Call to Order: Paul Thompson 5:32 pm 

Previous Mee�ng Minutes: Minutes to be sent for an email vote of approval. Via email vote Cindi Brooks moved to accept 

the March mee�ng minutes. Shelbye Lynn second. The mo�on passed. 

Treasures Report- Treasurers Report to be sent for an email vote of approval. Via email, Rhonda Bailey moved to accept the 

March mee�ng minutes, Jennifer Thomas second. The mo�on passed. 

 

New Business 
Bric Awards- The chapter will keep the envelope sealed un�l the banquet is scheduled. 

  Membership- The chapter will now allow a deferral/ 90 day grace period to renew membership aCer it has expired. 

  Programs- TNAW is s�ll closed due to COVID-19, therefore our mee�ng cannot happen. William is working to 

   come up with a vitual mee�ng/ program for later in the month. 

Year end Celebra�on- on hold for the �me being. 

Bylaws- have been reviewed for conformance. Cindi Brooks emailed to the chapter 5/4/2020. 

  Slate of officers- Jeff and Cindi have made phone calls to the proposed Slate of Officers. Jeff to determine     

   how to proceed with the elec�on. 

Ins�tute contact needs to be made to update Chapter officers, Chapter Mee�ngs and Board Mee�ngs. 

   Jeff and Cindi have discussed upda�ng this informa�on. Jeff will contact Cindi to get it done. 

  Planning Retreat- Mary offered the Spray Lock office. We’ll have to determine an appropriate place that will    

   allow social distancing. Could possibly combine with the Year End Retreat. 

Jennifer moved to adjourn, Kenny second. Mee�ng adjourned at 5:52 pm 

March April May 

Joshua Dial, CSI Royce Cornelison, CSI, AIA Cindi Brooks, CSI, CDT 

Suzan Jordan, CSI, CCPR, CDT David Delcamp, CSI Robin Vasa, CSI, CCS, CDT, AIA, LEED AP 

Billy Mar�n III, CSI Jeff Garner, CSI Danny West, CSI 

John McNicholas, CSI, CDT Marvin Long Jr., PE, CSI June 

Will Tu'on, BA, CSI Bruce Mar�n, CSI, CDT Sharon Braden, CSI 

Mark Walker, CSI James Moncrief Jr., CSI William Sundquist, CSI 

Bill Wilkerson, CSI Barry Payne, CSI Kenny Tyler Jr., CSI, CDT 

 Houston Spencer Jr., Member Emeritus  
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Many of us in the building design and construc�on       

industry are accustomed to observing a sign that says 

FDC in bold red le'ers, but how many of us understand 

how important the Fire Department Connec�on (FDC) is 

to the fire department personnel responding to the fire?  

The FDC is a fiOng on the side of the building where the 

fire pumper truck has access.  The fire department       

connects 2-1/2-inch fire hose(s) to this fiOng, boos�ng 

water pressure to fight the fire more effec�vely.  It is very 

important these FDCs are visible to the fire department 

when they arrive on the fire scene.  FDC fiOngs come in 

several varia�ons and appearances depending upon the 

NFPA classifica�on of the sprinkler system.   

 

An NFPA 13 sprinkler system oCen requires a double fire 

hose connec�on commonly called a Siamese connec�on.  

The Siamese FDC connec�on oCen includes a nameplate 

that includes the words “auto spkr” to indicate the     

presence of a fire sprinkler system in the building.  Older 

FDCs have a brass screw-on cap with a chain to prevent 

vandals from stealing the caps for salvage value.  Certain 

modern FDCs include an aluminum or plas�c breakaway 

cap instead of the brass cap.  Some city fire departments 

now require a locking Knox box cap on the FDC to prevent 

vandalism of the breakaway caps and the inser�on of   

debris, such as soda cans.  Several buildings  incorporate a 

sidewalk FDC which is mounted adjacent to the building 

instead of on the exterior wall.     

 

Some FDCs are designed to serve dry standpipes in     

parking garages.  These are galvanized pipes with valves 

and firehose outlets on each floor.  They eliminate the 

need for the fire department to drag firehoses up the 

stairs to fight a poten�al car fire.  The fire truck can     

connect a 4-inch suc�on hose to the nearby fire hydrant 

and connect the 2-1/2-inch hoses to the dry standpipe 

FDC.  This provides water to every floor in the parking   

garage. 

 

If the fire fighters have to look for the FDC during a fire 

event, this costs valuable �me and possible loss of life.  

The FDC should be located between 40 feet, and no more 

than 100 feet, from the nearby pumper fire hydrant.  If 

the fire hydrant is closer than 40 feet, there is a danger of 

the burning building collapsing on the fire truck.  Most 

pumper fire trucks carry a maximum of 100 feet of 4-inch 

fire hose to connect to the fire hydrant.  The discharge 

side of the pumper truck is connected to the 2-1/2-inch 

fiOng on the FDC.  Before the fire pumper truck provides 

pressure to the FDC, the Post Indicator Valve (PIV) serving 

the building is closed to prevent the pumper truck from 

pressurizing the city water main.  Other fire trucks       

connect their 2-1/2-inch hoses to other fire hydrants 

around the building.  These fire trucks drive to other fire-

figh�ng points around the building, removing the fire 

hose from the back of the truck via accordion-style folds. 

 

Next �me you see a FDC sign please observe the           

importance of it in keeping us all safe. 

Technical Ar�cle by Gary Bergeron, CSI, CCS 

Importance of FDC Connec�ons 

 

James Cain, CSI 

Jordan Cornelison, CSI, AIA 

David Jarre', CSI, CDT 

Kara Kirk, CSI-S 

Clarissa Miller, CSI-S, ASID 

James Moore, CSI-S,  ASCE 

Rachael Paganelli, CSI-S 

Angela Prichard, CSI 

Joseph Schilling, CSI-S 

Werner Slabber, CSI, AIA, NCARB 

Chase Steele, CSI 

Mark Stockman, CSI 

Lauren VanArman, CSI 
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The Construc�on Specifica�ons Ins�tute is a na�onwide non-profit technical organiza�on dedicated to the improve-

ment of specifica�ons and building prac�ces in the construc�on industry through service, educa�on and research. 

Founded in 1948, CSI provides a forum for architects, engineers, specifica�on writers, contractors, suppliers and others 

in our industry.  Membership is  open to all who are involved in the built environment. Please contact Chapter       

Membership Chairman or any chapter officer listed in the newsle'er. 

 

 
The Cha'a Data is published by the Cha'anooga Chapter of The Construc�on Specifica�ons Ins�tute. This publica�on 

does not approve, sanc�on or guarantee the validity or accuracy of any data, claims, or other opinions stated in the 

ar�cles or adver�sements. Editorial copy does not cons�tute an endorsement by the Cha'anooga Chapter of CSI nor 

any of its members. 

New Guidelines for CDT
®
 Renewal 

Track Your Credits - Due June 30, 2021 

CDT holders have new guidelines to renew their certifications next year. Renewals require 24 Learning Units, 
due by June 30, 2021. Learning Units must be earned within three years prior to your renewal date. 

  

It's easy to earn units toward your renewal with CSI's new Learning Unit Series – free for a limited time to CSI 
members. 

  

Start tracking your Learning Units TODAY with your CSI Dashboard and choosing "My Certifications. Click to 
watch the video on how to log your LUs. 

  

Full details can be found on CSI's Certification Renewal Page.  
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